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SITE/IGENERAL AREA

Site Conditions The potential local historic district is boundaglthe centerline of Hanover
Street on the east, Cross Street on the southebeatl and Bevan streets on the west and

centerline of Henrietta Street on the north (plessmap). The zoning is primarily R-7 and
R-8 with some areas along Hanover and Cross Stnat8-2-3, B-3-2, and M-2-2.

General Area

The proposed Sharp-Leadenhall Local Historic Oissits in the northwestern section of
South Baltimore, an area that comprises five residieneighborhoods — Sharp-Leadenhall,
Otterbein, Federal Hill, SBIC, and Riverside neigtiimods - and two industrial sections, Port
Covington and Spring Garden Industrial Area. |I-38parates South Baltimore from the
Stadium Area, and the Inner Harbor and Middle Bngmmvide distinct boundaries on the
north, east and south. In addition, South Baltemaymprises one local historic district, four
national register historic districts, the Federdl Main Street, and several local landmarks.

The proposed Sharp Leadenhall Local Historic Disis surrounded by Little Montgomery
Street National Register District to the north,&8Gibbs Park and I-395 to the west, Cross
Street industrial buildings to the south, and Feddill National Register historic district to
the east. Sharp-Leadenhall proposed district cisepapproximately 130 properties, most of
which are two- to three-story vernacular rowhousgl between the 1820s and 1870s. Two
historic church structures anchor this neighborhoo@ of which is a historic African
American church. Several rows of housing are neushs built in the last thirty years.



Several more rows have been reconstructed. Iti@adhere is a noncontributing 7-11 store
on the southwest corner of Hanover and Hamburegtstand a one-story garage-type structure
on that sits directly behind and west of the 7-Gillding.

CONFORMITY TO PLANS
The historic district designation conforms to CMikd/Goal 2/Objective 4 Protect and
Enhance the Preservation of Baltimore’s Historiddings and Neighborhoods. The
designation was also recommended in the Sharp-bbatieArea Master Plan (adopted
January 2004)This report recommends to, “complete community sscon local historic
district designation.” The plan gives further qande:
“CHAP will continue working with residents to det@ne whether or not
there is support for creating a local historic miist If the petition process among
property owners is successful, CHAP and the neididmal can create boundaries for a
local historic district.”

In addition, the Sharp-Leadenhall Urban Renewah Rlantifies the Sharp-Leadenhall Local
Historic District Study Area, giving further diréah for CHAP staff and the neighborhood
association to pursue local historic district deatgpn.

In turn, Sharp Leadenhall is part of South Baltienahich comprises several neighborhoods.
These neighborhoods have strong neighborhood asiend that have been active for more
than 30 years. Nevertheless, they share one sdivestory that is exemplified in the
architecture, street patterns, and geography afhSaitimore. Sharp Leadenhall is a fragile
portion of South Baltimore, and local designatian tielp strengthen it and, consequently,
strengthen South Baltimore. This designation effopart of a multi-year effort of CHAP to
preserve through local historic district designatilke community of South Baltimore.

ANALYSIS

Sharp Leadenhall meets Baltimore criterion oneadsignating historic districts and landmarks
as a district that is associated with events thaehmade a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of Baltimore history. Sharp Leadenhadbpsed historic district is associated with
200 years of African American and immigrant historysouth Baltimore. By the last decade
of the 18 century, the African American neighborhood cerdese Sharp Street Methodist
Church and the Sharp Street African American Schdbis community was home to some of
America’s most important African American intelleats including Daniel Coker, William
Watkins, William Douglass, Hezekiah Grice, Dr. LeWVells, and Francis Helen Watkins
Harper. During the first half of the 1@entury, these men and women of Baltimore were par
of the community near Sharp and Pratt streetsougiout the 1'9century this community
grew in all directions including southward along tBharp Street corridor. Otterbein, Little
Montgomery Street, and Sharp Leadenhall neighbahoepresent the remnants of this once
thriving African American neighborhood. The Afan American community and the German
immigrant community, among others, physically imgggd on the streets of South Baltimore.
In addition, the district is associated with thé' t@ntury German immigrant population of
South Baltimore which helped shape the South Balimeighborhoods such as Federal Hill,
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South Federal Hill, and Riverside. Sharp-Leaddnbal significant part of South Baltimore
History, which has contributed greatly to AfricamArican history in Baltimore.

The historic district designation grew out of tHeaf Leadenhall Area Master Plan process of
2004. Since 2004, staff has engaged the neighbdrhomerous times and CHAP has had
three public hearings. The CHAP at its November2DD9 hearing recommended approval of
Sharp Leadenhall as a Baltimore City Local Histdistrict.

The historic district designation is a three-stepcpss. The first step was CHAP approval.
The Planning Commission hearing on historic disttesignation for Sharp Leadenhall is the
second step in historic district designation prece&fter the Planning Commission renders a
decision on the designation, its recommendatiohtiagin go to the City Council for
introduction by the administration. The third &l step is passage of legislation by the
Mayor and City Council designating Sharp Leadenaslh Baltimore City Local Historic
District.

For this hearing, all property owners have beeifiadtby mail, a large sign has been posted in

the neighborhood, City Councilmen Edward Reisiraged William Cole, and adjacent
neighborhood associations have all been notified.

Thomas J. Stosur,
Director
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